

















For MONDAY, April 9, 1798. 





Remarkable Incidents in the Life of Chamfort, a ce- 
lebrated Frenchman. 


{From Biographical Anecdotes of the Founders of the French 
Republic. } 


i a want of the advantages of birth predifpofe us to favour 
a government which levels all family diftinétions, no man 
could be born a republican more truly than Chamfort. He 
was the fruit of illicit love, and, as it fhould feem, of pro- 
mifcuous amours ; for he never knew his father—a circum 
ftance which in no degree dimifhed his affeCtion for his other 
parent, to fupply whofe wants he often denied himfelf the ne- 
ceflaries of life. 

He was taken at avery early age into the College des 
Praflins, at Paris, in quality of burfar*, and was known there 
by his Chriftian name of Nicholas. Nothing during the two 
firit years, announced extraordinary talents; but m the third, 
out of five prizes that were diftributed annually, he bore away 
four, failing in Latin verfes alone. ‘The next year his fuccefs 
was complete, and he made a remark upon the occafion, which 
difcovered good taite, a fuperior mind, and the opinion he 
entertained of the judges: “ I loft the prize laft year,” faid 
he, * becaufe I imitated Virgil; this year I obtained it, 
becaufe [ took Buchanan, Sarbievius, and other moderns, for 
my guides.” 


Vou. XXXII. 2U In 


* Akind of inferior ufher, with a {mall ftipend. 
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In Greek he madea rapid progrefs; but his petulance, his 
wit, and his waggith tricks, threw the clafs into fo much dif. 
order that he was expelled from it by M, Lebeau, the profeffor 
of that language ; and not long after left the college alto- 
gether. Thrown upon the wide world, without friends or 
any means of fupport, he was foon reduced to the lowest pitch 
of poverty. He bore his misfortunes, however, with philo- 
fophic patience, and cheered himfelf with the moft flattering 
hopes: “ I ama poor devil now,” faid he to Selis, another 
man of letters; * but do you know what will happen? 
I fhall obtain a prize from the academy, my play will lucceed, 
I fhe Ii be courted by the world, and well received dy the great 

1om | defpife: ‘They. will make my fortune for me, and 
hall afterwards live like a philofepher.” 

The firft part of his prediction was foon verifted; ~ He 
obiained a prize, and feta copy of his production to the very 
M. Lebeau who bad expelled him fromt! ae Greek clafs, ace 
companied by the following note: “ Chamfort’ (ends the work 
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that has obtained the gab of the : y of bis old and 
refpecrable ma {ter 3 5 gets at-the end of nine years, bess his 
un” ae foke wT 
pa irgon fer N: ich ola ivi. LS0vau Mace amiwer “ i aiways 
’ ¥ , 
loved Nicholas; “ I Lad mire Unamfor:.”” A few days after, 


they met, and the meiier and the pupil embraced eagh other, 
with tears» 

Nor was he deceived by his prefentiment of his future 
fortune. By the cares and intereft ef his friends, it gradually 
{welled to eight or nine thoufand livres a year; but che greacett 
part of it coniifte J of pentions, and the whirlwind of the ree 
volution {wept them away. Tne day aiter they were up= 
prefied, he went to ‘fee his fellow-academiciany Marmontel, 
and found him lamenting the lols thathis ¢ children would (uffer 
by the fame decree. Chamfort took one of them upon his 
knees: *& Come here, my little fellow,’ ” faid he, ** you will 
be a bette? man than either of us. Some day o7 other you 
will weep cver your father, on deasing tiat he had the weakneis 
to weep over you, becaufe he feared that you might not de 10 

ich as himielf.” 

Tat meteor refe ic the French revolution; rufhed through 
the political fyftem like a comet; and difappeared in the 
midift of the long furprife and uneafy admiration it excited— 
Miraseau, in fort, was the friend of Chamfort, and often 
borrowed his peu “Vhe moft eloquent patlages in the * Letters 
on the Order of Cincinnatus” belong tothe laters He was, 
indeed, his counfel upon all occations; aud when Muirabeau 
vent 
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went to pafs an weed with him, as was his cuftom in the morn- 
ing, he ufed to call it going to rub the molt electrical head he 
had ever met with. 

Thelight emitted by this ele&rical head could not fail to 
fhine in oppofition to the blafting rays of the mock fon of liberty 
—of the felon Robefpierre—to whom talents and virtue were 
alike obnoxious. 

It was difficult, however, tolay-hold on Chamfort. Frank, 
upright, decided, and independent of all parties, he had fteered 
a fteady courfe through the revolutionary ftorm; openly pro- 
fefling an equal hatred of priefts and nobles, and of M 
and the reft of the men of blood. At the fame time that he 
was author of the laying, “ Guerre aux chateaux, paix aus 
chauimiires,”” that is, “ War to the palace, peace to the cote 
tage;” he explained, by the appellation of the fraternity of 
Cain and Abel, the compulfive fyftem of fraternization, 
deviled by the Jacobin Club. 

At length, however, an obfcure informer was found to de- 
nounce hin, and Chamforr was carried to the Maddlonnettes. 
Unable to obtain there the attentions, and the occaftenal foli- 
tude thatfome habitual infirmities imperioufly required, he 
conceived fo profound a horror of imprifonment, that when he 
was fuffered to return, a few days after, to his apartments, 
under the cuftody of a guard, hefwore he would rather dic 
than be immured anew. 

In little more than 4 month, the gendarme told him he had 
orders to carry bim back to a houle of confinement. —Cham- 
fort retired toa clofet, under the pretence of making his 
preparations ; fired a piftol at his head; fhattered the bones of 
his nofe ; and rove in his right eye. Aftonifhed at finding 





“ 


hinfclt alive, and refolved to die, he took up a razor; tricd to 
Cut his throat, and hrs the flefh inthe moft dreadful man- 
ner, The weaknefs of his hand made no change ‘in the refo- 


lution of his mind: He attempted feveral times; in vain, to 
reach his heart ae the fame infrument; and finding himfelf 
begin to faint, made a laft effort to open the veins at his knees. 
At length, overcome by pain, he uttered a loud cry, and fell 
almoft lifelefs into a chair. 

The door was brokea open, and furgeons and civil! officers 
foon repaired to the Spot. While the former were preparing 
drefings for fo mar ny wounds, Chamfort didtated to the latter 
the following truly Roman declaration: * I, Sebal¥ian Roch 
Nicholas Chamfort, declare it my intention to di¢a free. 
man, rather than to be carried back, tikea fla ve, to 2 houle of 

2U 2 confiacment. 
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confinement. I declare, moreover, that if violence be ufed to 
carry me thither inthe ftate I am in, I have ftill ftrength 
enough to finifh what I have begun.” 

An hour or two after, be became perfe@tly calm, and refumed 
his ufual ironical manner, ‘ See what it is,”’ faid he, “ to 
want dexterity ; an aukward man cannot even kill himfelf.” 
He then went on to relate how he had perforated his eye, and 
the lower part of his forehead, inftead of blowing out his 
brains 3 fcored his throat, inftead of cutting it; and fca- 
tified his breaft, without reaching his heart. ‘ At laft,” 
added he, * IrecolleQed Seneca; and in hoaour of Seneca, 
I refolved to open my veins ; but Seneca was a rich man; he 
had a warm bath, and every thing to his wifh: I ama_ poor 
miferable devil, and have none of the fame advantages; I have 
hurt myfelf horribly, and here Lam ftill.” 

Not one of the multitude of wounds he had made was 
mortal. Strange as it may appear, they were even attended by 
beneficial confequences. By giving vent to an internal 
humour that had long preyed upon his conftitution, they 
reftored him to a ftate of health he had been a ftranger to for 
years; and Chamfort might now have been alive, i‘, when his 
wounds were clofed, the furgeons had given ifiue to that 
humour by other means, But they neglected the precaution, 
and this amiable and courageous charaCter was foon after feized 
with a mortal cifeafe. 





REMARKS ez CIVILIZED SOCIETY. 


HE happinefs and comfort of civilized focicty are the 
complicated production of inaumeradle operations. Ia 

the contribution to the accomplifhment of it, flrength is as 
neceflary as thought, labour, as illumination ; execution, as 
contrivance. Thefe are equally eflential parts of the har- 
monious whole. Neithercan fay to the other, “ [ have no 
need of you.” The animal {yftem has equal neceflity for the 
limbs, and the head; and the frame of fociety has equal oc- 
cafiondor finews, and for lights. The fhop, and the fcld, are 
as eflentia! (pheres of fervice to the community, as the clolety 
andthe cabinet, ‘The philofopher, the phyficiin, the moralift, 
the legiflator, the magiftrate, are not more neceilary in the 
economy of provifion tor public happinefs, than the bufband- 
man, the weaver, the mafon,and the miner. If metals be not 
digged, if walls be not built, if raiment be not woven, if feed 
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be not fown, difeafes cannot be healed; morals cannot be 
taught; difcoveries cannot be made; laws cannot be enacted; 
books cannot be written, nor any kind of ufeful knowledge 
purfued, nor any {pecies of polifhed entertainment provided. 





REMARKABLE ANECDOTE. 


N the laft age, when Bifhop Walton’s Polyglott was firk 
publifhed, there was at Cambridge a Mr. Edwards, paf- 
fionately fond cf oriental learning; who afterwards went by 
the name of Ravbi Edwards; a good man and a good {cholar; 
but being then rather youngin the Univerfity, and not very 
rich, Walton’s great work was far above his pocket. Never- 
theleis, not being able to fleep well without it, he fold his bed, 
and fome of his furniture, and made the purchafe. In con- 
fequence of this, he was obliged to fleepin a large cheft, 
originally made to hold his cloathes. But getting into his 
cheft one night rather incautioufly, the lid of it, which had a 
bolt with a pring, feil down upon him and locked him in patt 
recovery; and there he lay well nigh fmothered to death. In 
the morning, Edwards, who was always an exact man, not 
appearing, it was wondered what was become of him; till at 
laft his ted-maker, or the perfon who in better times had been 
his bed-maker, being alarmed went to his chambers time 
enough to releafehim; and the accident, getting air, came to 
the ears of his friends, who foon redeemed his bed for him, 





4 REFLECTION. 


E who places limits to his real wants, is more wife, more 

rich, and more contented than others. The fy{tem 

upon which he adls partakes of the noble fimplicity of his 

mind. He finds felicity in the moft obfcure life, in fituations 

at the greateft diftance from the world. He follows that phi- 

lofophy which requires but little, has few wants, and feeks his 
higheft happinels in a contented mind. 





The TEMPLE of PLEASURE. 


HE temple of pleafure isa kind of enchanted palace : 
he profpect at a diftance never fails to invite the eye, 
and 
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and to allure the fenfes: It feems adorned with all the beauties 
of nature, and all the improvements of art; with every thing, 
in fhort, that can foothe the foul, or flatter the imagination: 
But as we ‘approach nearer to it, the flowers around it begin 
on a fudden to lofe their fweets, and the earth its verc lu re; the 
pillars of this fuperb edifice fink as it were imperceptibly from 
our fight, the ornaments decay, and the whole vifionary fabric 
moulders into ruin. 





Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 


Macariney to China. 
(Continued from Page 270.) 
PPROACHING the confines of Tartary, there was a 


perceptible affimiljaticn of manners between the Chi- 
nefe and Tartars, which at Pekin -were ftrikingly oppofite, 
The principal diferimination of the Tartar women confifted 
in the fize of their feet. Both wore natural and artificial 
flowers in their head-drefles.» This decoration is neither neg- 
lected by the poor nor abandoned by the old ; and flowers are 
purpofely cultivated for drefs by perfons who have no other 
occupation, Many of thefe gardeners, from attention and 
experience, ‘have difcovered methods of heightening the 
beauty, and increafing the fragrancy of the anemone, the 
peony, the matricaria, and many other flowers, 

On the morning of the fourth day the sravefiere came in 
fight of what has “been, and will continue to be, the wonder 
nd admiration of agess——a work of itupendous mano’ y 
he Great Wall of China; f:id to extend in courle fifteca 
hundred miles. 

The road which led to the Wall was by a fteep afcent, 
which carried them to the fouthern gate, thrown acr 3 the 
road, where it pailed over the fummit of a range of hills, in 
accefible almoft in eve: ¥ part. Alo: 1 this it-ran throug hh a 
narrow pais to a military poft fituated at its extremity. Here, 
as weil as at other poits, placed at certain diftances, 


nN 


bad 





men, generally unarmed, turned out as the em baily i 
‘\ fo was beat by a man at the top of a tower, while another 


fired a falute of three cannon, placed satstcale | in the ground. 


‘The embatly pafling foon after through a vate, nearer to the 
‘Tartar boundary, arrive dat Koo-pe-koo, where the flrong 
garriion sefides, deftined fer the defence of this part of the 
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outer. walle. Concentric. works, united with the ‘main wail, 
inclofed the fortrefs. . At, this northern border’ of ) China 
Proper, the Embaffador -received military honours, The 
troops-were drzwn up in two lines, facing inwards.. A cape 
tain was at the head of each of .the companics, with the ftan- 
dard, and five camp. colours. ., Mandarines were on.each fide 
of the lane, formed-by two -lings ;; then mufic,. teats, and 
trumpets ; triumphal gates 4 on- each fide twelve.companics 
in fucceffion ; and laftly, ten field-pieces, «Fhe :whaie: nume 
ber amounted to about.twelve- hundred ;. and the fpace between 
the companies was about feven yards, nearly equal to. the ex- 
tent of their front. PITRE. 

The embafly had now paffed. the Chinefe-Wealls.when a 
Tartar, one of the attendants, being ordered to. be -punifhed 
by fome of the Chinefe mandarines, for mifbehaviour, the man 
madea vigorous refiftance, and-exclaimed ind. loud woice, that 
no Chinefe had aright to infli& punifhment-on a Tartar after 
having pafled the Great. Wall. tere 

An inftance of claimed’ or affected fuperiority of Tartar 
chiefs over Chinele, of. equal rank, occurred on his Excel 
lency’s arrival at the next ftage, where, receiving a compli- 
mentary vifit from a Tartar military mandarine,. Van-ta-zhin 
{carcely ventured to fit downin his prefences 

On this fide of the wall the feafon appeared to -have under- 
gone a fudden change. The air was much cooler; the moun- 
tains were either bare or thinly fcattered with verdure; the 
pine trees were ftunted ; the oak, afpin, elm, and walout trees 
diminifhed in fize ; and the woods, inhabited by wolves, bears, 
and tygers, little betterthan thorny fhrubs., kiares, remarked 
for the length and {pread of their feet and tees, many of which 
had white furs, were not hunted by dogs, but ‘driven into {nares 
by men—T he peafants of this part, like thofe about Swiilere 
land and the Alps, are fubje@ toa fwelling in the glands of 
the neck, called by the French goitres, fuppoled to de fupers 
incuced by the frequent ule of {now water. 

dn the feventh or laft day’s journey, the ridges of the mouns 
tains, containing immenfe rocks of granite, ran nearly parallel 
tothe road. Between the upper ridge and bottom of the val 
ley was defcsied a perpendicular rock or antique ruin, two 
hundred feet high, of an irregular form, or rather that of an 
javerted pyramid, having tall thrubs growing upon its furface. 
The cool temperature of the atmofpkere is confiderably ine 
Creafed by the relative’ cievation of this part of the country ; 
having been afcertained, that the afcent into Tartary is at 
leait 
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Jeaft five thoufand yards above the furface of the yellow fea, 
At a {mall diftance from the towering rock juft defcribed, 
through a recefs of mountains, the valley of Zhe-hol, the 
fummer retreat of his Imperial Majefty, opened to view. 

The-embafly proceeding in ‘due order to Zhe-hol, was re- 
ceived there with military honours, and conducted to a fuite 
of edifices, conne&ed to each’ other by fteps of granite. — 
They were fpacious and convenient, commanding a view of 
the town and pattof the Emperor’s park, The imperial gare 
den, the palaces, and the temples, fituated immediately beyond 
the town, exhibited a fcene of ‘grandeur and magnificence, 

Soon after the Embaffador’s arrival, he was vifited by two 
mandarines of ‘rank, with compliments from his Imperial Ma- 
jefty ; and by another mandarine on the part of the Great 
Colao or prime minifter, Ho-choong-taung. The Legate 
called the fame day, and without offering the {malleft apology, 
delivered back to his Excellency open the memorial re{pecting 
the ceremony of reception, which had been ‘entrufted to him 
fealed, under the promife of tranfmitting it to Ho-choong- 
taung. The Legate infinuated he had kept the memorial in 
his own poffeflion, though it-was a known fact it had been 
forwarded to Zhe-hol, and its contents approved, § This 
change of fentiment was fuppofed to have been effedted at the 
inftigation of the Viceroy of Canton, recently arrived at 
Zhe-hol from Thibet, where he had commanded the Chinele 
troops. He was adeclared enemy to the Englifh, and repre- 
fented them as reftlefs, enterprifing, and dangerous. “The Cos 
Jao was induced to believe it defirable that the homage of val- 
fals to the Emperor fhould be performed by the Embailador 
without any return of the independence of his own fovereiga, 
Upon this ground, his Excellency’s memorial to the court was 
not to be avowed, and, of courfe, no anfwer returned : And 
a firm opinion was entertained that when the Embaffador 
fhould be intrcduced into the prefence of the Emperor, he 
could not avoid making the accuftomed profiernations without 
annexing any condition. 

Before his Exceliency, then, fhould make his appearance at 
the palace, it became indifpenfably neceflary to have an eclair- 
ciflement of the bufinefs, The Colao, indeed, had requefted 
an immediate conference with the Embaflador, to learn the 
purport of his Majefty’s letter to the Emperor. But, inde 
pendent of indifpofition, other motives would have induced 
him to decline the vifit ; and it was determined that the oe 
csetary of the Embafly fhould be fent in his ttead, with a copy 
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of the King’s letter, and the memorial returned by the Legate. 
As by the ctiquette of the Cninefe court, no focretary can 
hold converfe with the prime minificr, nor even fit down. in 
his prefence, recourfe was had to the commiffiion of Miniter 
Plenipotentiary, granted to the Secretary, in cale of abfence 
or indifpofition of the Embaffador ; and in this charaéter he 
waited on tlie Colao. “This Vizier of China had been raifed, 
twenty years fince, from an ob{cure birth, and from the humble 
ftation of one of the guards of the palace gates, to the dig- 
nified ftation which, under tie Emperor, delegated to him the 
whole power of the enipire. 

On entering the audience room, the Colaé was obferved 
fitting upon a platform covered with filk, between two Tartar 
and two Chinefe mandarines of Tice. A chair was brought 
for the Engtith minifter, but the Legate, and feveral othe 

mandarines, and the inte expe — ftocd the’whole time. The 
Colao having formally demande the object of the Britifh em- 
bafly to China, he was ele mf >» his Majefty’s s letter to the 
Emperor, a Chinefe copy of | which was handed to him, and he 
feemed pleafed with its purport. The Embaflador’s memorial 
being laid before him, he afe&ed to be ignorant of it, though 
he was prepared to make objeCions to the propofal it con 
tained ;_ which objeGtions being anfwered in a manner that had 
been — out by his Excellency, the conference ended in 
the with, that the Colao’s reafons might be communicated to 
the Embaflador for his future confideration, 

The next day, the Legate and two other mandarines paid 
an official vifit to the Embaffador, on the part of the Colao, 
and prefied him to give up the point inqueflion. They repre- 
fented the proftration as a fimple, unmeaning cercmony, when 
done towards the Emperor 5 but a fimilar one towards his Bri- 
tannic Majefty as of the moft ferious impart ; and as hints of 
perfonal inconvenience were thrown out, in default of uncon- 
ditional compliance, his Exceliency took that opportunity of 
deciaringy how much his fenfe of duty to his Sovercigh exe 
ceeded his fenfe of danger; that there muft either be a reci- 
procity of ceremo Ys or that fome ftriking charaéteriftic 
thould be eftablifhed whereby to diitinguifh be tween a compli- 
ment paid on the part of a great inc dey rendent fovereign, and 
the homage performed by tributary princes K e{pecial ly as al- 
ready it had been endeavoured to confound tt hem by giving the 
name of tribute to the Britifh prefents, as appeared by the in« 

{criptions placed upon them by the Chinele. Not being, 
perhaps, aware that this circumftance was known to the Em- 
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baflador, they were forced to admit the propriety of the pro» 
pofal; and they afked, how far confiftent with his duty, and 
in what manner different from that of the vaffals, he could 
teftify his perfonal refpe& to his Imperial Majefty ? His Ex- 
cellency replied, that on approaching his own Sovereign, ‘to 
whom he was bound by every bond of allegiance and attache 
ment, he bent upon one knee; and that he was willing to 
comply with the fame form, to demonttrate his refpe€tful fen- 
timents towards his Imperial Majefty. 

This propofition feemed perfectly fatisfa€tory to the manda- 
rines, who promifed to return foon with the court’s determi- 
nation. In the interim, it became a matter of furprife at 
Zhe-hol, how a few folitary ftrangers, at the mercy of a fo- 
reign court, fhould have the prefumption to offer to it con- 
ditions, or the intrepidity to refufe to it obedience. They 
were to be fent back without audience, and no attention paid 
to their complaints. It was at that moment, however, necef- 
fary to complain of the paucity of provifions, which negleéc 
was inftantly redrefled, and fupplies in future abundantly fur- 
nifhed. 

The town of Zhe-hol is fmall, the dwellings miferable, 
and crammed with people. The ftreets were unpaved, and 
moftly crooked. The beft houfes belonged to the manda- 
rines. The valley of Zhe-hol, which winds between hills, 
has a rich, fertile foil, but its culture is negleted. It is 
watered by a ftream running through it, in the fands of which 
were found particles of gold. The circumjacent hills ap- 
peared to have been once well planted with trees; but thofe 
few which remained were ftunted, and timber was become 
very fcarce. No young plantations had been made to fupply 
the old ones cut down. The garden of every peafant con- 
tained a well for watering it ; and the buckets for drawing up 
the water were made of ozier twigs, wattled or platted with 
fo clofe a texture, as to hold any fluid. Garlic, and other 
acrid and aromatic vegetables, were feen in abundance in 
every garden, as they ferve as a relifh to the rice and millet, the 
principal fubfiftence of the peafantry, 

Intimation was given to the Embaflador, that his Imperial 
Majefty would be pleafed to accept of the fame form of re- 
fpectful obedience from the Englifh, which they were accuf- 
tomed to pay to their own fovereign. It was alfo notified in 
form, that the reception of the embafly by the Emperor would 
take place on the 14th of September, three days prior to his 
birth-day. In the interim very flattering metlages were con- 
veyed 
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veyed to his Excellency, expreffive of the great fatisfaction 
which the prefents gave to his Imperial Majetty. 

In a private vifit which the Embafiador afterwards made to 
the Colao, he was received with unrefervednefs and affability, 
and with proper attention to his rank and character. In the 
courfe of converfation, his Excellency was defirous of im- 
preffing the Colao with a full conviction of the ingenuoufnels 
of the paft condu€t, and the purity of the future intentions of 
his Majefty towards China. He perfifted in the pacific and 
beneficent maxims of his government, whofe chief object was 
the extenfion of commerce for univerfal benefit; and he 
flightly touched, as incidental matter, on the affairs of the tri- 
butary princes ; on the diflolution of the Mogul empire of 
Hindoftan, in whofe contefts, though they claimed proteétion 
of the neighbouring countries, the Englifh did not interfere. 
The Colao, however, afforded not the leaft opening for a par 
ticular difavowal of having lent affiftance to the Rajah of Nae 
paul againit the people of Thibet. 

(To be continued, ) 





Anecdotes of the Private Life of the late Emprefs Cathe- 
rine the Second, of the prefent Emperor Paul, and the 
young Prince Conftantine, his Son. 


[Extraéted from a German Work, lately publifhed at Hamburgh. } 
Pht having related two or three acts of private in- 


juftice committed by the favourites of Catherine, and 
her readinefs to reQify and compenfate them, the author thus 
proceeds: * In no refpedts was her Majefty more deceived by 
her favourites, than in the tricks which, through their conni- 
vance, were played by fubftantial fhopkcepers, to the injury of 
the lower clafs of people. To keep the neceffaries of life at a 
moderate price was one of the things that-‘the Emprefs had 
moft at heart. In regard to that body of her fubjedts, the 
particularly fhewed fentiments truly maternal; and it is well 
known that fhe never inquired fo frequently and fo earneftly 
concerning any of the particulars of her domeftic government, 
as about the price of provifions. Accordingly, the accounts 
that were brought were always highly fatisfaétory, and fhe was 
convinced of noone thing in the world more than that the 
coma.on people were contented and happy in regard to thele 
Matters, 

2X2 * She 
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¢ She had no reafon for doubting the truth and fincerity of 
the accounts which fhe received ,as her favourites took care to 
prevent any information to the contrary from reaching her 
ears. “This opinion was the more confirmed by the cheerful 
licentioufnels in which the vulgar clafs indulged on all the 
public feftiva!s which fhe gave. What was fhe to conclude 
from all that fhe faw and heard, but that they fared very well, 
and that, at lealt, they fuffered no oppreflions of ths nature? 
Befides, in the {mall circle to which the amulements of her 
focial hours were confined, no wi ge was more frequently 
dilcuffed than the happinefs of ev te loweft of her people. 





OF thefe converfations, 21 2th 3 ght received by the Emprefs 

from the fond concei: 1) which the was cncouraged, her grande 

children, the yoong Grand Dukes and Grand Duchefles, 

whom fhe t rod, were more than once the witneffes, 

and would | iuded fovereign’s eyes on this 

fubje f the fav 1) ot been toa powerful for ta fie 
TI he Grand Duke Conf ifanting, fecond fon of the pref 


Mendes Paul Petrovitch, a fine fpirited lad of avrour posta 
or feventeen at that time, took it into his head one day to 
inquire a little nearer into the truth of thefe boafted aflertions, 
Without attendants, quite alone, wrapped up ina great-coat, 
he {trolled into the common market, and at one cf the bread- 
ftails took up a little loaf: “ How much ?” “ Five 
copeeks*,.” Aftonifhed at this palpable proof of the impofi- 
tion that was continually put on his grandmother, he refolved 
to convince her of it; For which purpofe he contrived the 
following little plan. 

© With his little aiferable loaf in his pocket he went im- 
mediately to the Emprefs. “ Grandmother,” faid he with 
that familiarity which fhe always encouraged, * I feel 
hungry.”— It is thine own fault, Conttantine, if the wart 
hungry long together. What wilt thou have to eat!” The 

zrand Duke fai d that he could like fome common rufs bread, 
7 he Emprefs fmilcd-at his droll conceit ;—but, as be initied 
on it, fhe was curious to fee how he would reliih this coarle 
fare. It was therefore ordered; and, as the lacqu sey. the 
bought it had picked out the bett, it looked very well. Cae 
therine afked the price ; to which the man, a creature of the 
tavourite, aniwered two copeeks—which was the price of itin 
the time of Peer the Great, when all provifion was in- 
comparably chesper. Catherinc’s countenance brightened ; 


fhe 


A hundred make a ruble. 





* A copceek is about a halfpenny : 
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fhe faw that the loaf, for that price, was good and large, and 
exprefied her joy atthe comfort which it mutt be to the coms 


mon pcopic. , . 
¢ The young Grand Dake, manifeftly convinced how his 


granémot! her was dece ived, bit of the bread with great feeming 
diflike, a nd fhewed in his face the jigns of vexation. The 


Emprelsy obferving ity thought that his palate, ufed to nicer 
ings, did not readily take to this coarfe food, and therefore, 
wich alates afked him what was the matter? ** 1 am quite 
angtys gr andmother,” faid the fly Prince, ** that the fe llow at 
the fhops ‘has cheated ac, and you muft punifh him. 1 have 
nothing more to fay, than that I have been ji it now .to the 
market, and bought juft fuch a loaf. Here, fee !’—pulling 
heloaf out of his pocket—** it coft me five copecks, and is 
much worfe 2nd fmaller than that which coft only tw 





copecks.” 
¢ The Emprefs was much amazed at hearing this, and was 
y leniible of her difpleafure, when the 
favourite, who happened to be near, ftepped up and turned the 
whole matter into a joke, by laying: “ The fellow at the 
fhops certainly knew your Imperie iT Hizhnefs, and thought it 
would be an affront to afk a pert n vot fo exalted a rank any 
thing lefs than a five copeek pieces” The Emprefs laughed, 
and thought that the baker acted very naturally in making her 
grandion pay for wanting t gett the bread cheaper by putting 
on a difguife, and the young Prince faw his good intention of 
undeceiving his gra dmother for that time fruftrated, 
© [tis well known that Catherine lived with her fon Paul 
Petrovitch not on the moit friendly footing. The reafon of 
this was partly to be found in the character of the Emprefs, 
and partly in that of F the Grand Duke. It weat fo far that fhe 
e his children from him 3 who, as every body 
knows, were brou ight up under her eyes. Not one of them 
dared even to viilt him without herexprefs perinificn. Prince 
Cenflantine, however, bad (uch a flrong affection for his father, 
that, bei: 1g but feldom allowed by his grandmother to fee him, 
he would go by ftealth, let what would be the eye agit: 
and accordingly was fometimes punifhed for it by being put 
under home arreft. 
© In his iever nteent th year |! he was, | y his own choice, to be 
married to the Princefs of Sax --Cobourg. The Emprefs, on 
this occafion, gave him 50,000 rubles, to lay out in prefents 
for his young bride : But, knowing the flender income of his 
father—for he. received from the Kwpreis nothing more thay 
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the bare allowance fixed by Peter the Great, and which was 
very {mail for a Grand Duke—this excellent young Prince 
carried all the money, that was givenhim in orderto be fpent 
in jewels, to his father, with this declaration: * That his kind 
grandmother had heaped on him and his amiable bride already 
fuch fuperabundant teftimonies of her munificence, that to lay 
out the prefent would be no better than mere prodigality, and 
that he knew not how to beftow it more fitly than to put it in 
his father’s poffeffion. He hoped that his fatherly magnanimity 
would not reject this teftimony of filial love and attachment, 
and not refufe him the joy of being for ever obliged to him by 
the kind acceptance of it.” 

© The father, much affected at the generous ation of his 
fon, accepted this beautiful mark of duty and love, on condi- 
tion that he fhould be allowed hereafter to repay it ; and thus 
the young.Grand Duke thought the whole affair was over, and 
enjoyed the delightful fentiment of having actually fhewn his 
tender attachment to his worthy father, in perfec filence ; as 
he had not told a word of the matter to his intended bride. 

© Inthe mean time, the latter being with the Emprefs, her 
Majefty afked her what fort of a noble prefent fhe had received 
from her fature hufband ? The Princefs, unacquainted with 
the generous aé& of Conftantine, direétly anfwered, that the 
had received nothing, nor expected any thing, perfedly 
fatisfied in the poffeflion of his love. Catherine was aftonithed, 
and confidered with herfelf what her grandfon, whom fhe 
knew to be no {pendthrift, cculd have done with the money 
which fhe gave to him. Juft at this moment he entered the 
apartment. He was immediately interrogated, in the pre- 
fence of the young Princefs, how he had difpofed of the fifty 
thoufand rubles which had been prefented tohim? ‘I gave 
them,’ anfwered the Prince, in his frank and open manner, 
* toa man who was more in want of them than I was,’ ¢ I 
know your good-natured difpofition,’ faid the Emprefs; ¢ but 
fifty thoufand rubles was rather too large a {um to be given 
away in alms. ‘To whom did you give it?’ * To my father. 
I hope your Majefty will not be angry.” * No; I am not 
angry,’ replied the Emprefs 5 and turning to her writing table, 
while the young Princefs was affected fo as to fhed tears, the 
wrote an order on the treafury for the fum of one hundred 
thoufand rubles, ‘ There,’ added fhe, ¢ take that, and you 
need not beftow it inthe fame manner; I fhall fee that he fhall 
not be more in want of it than you.’—The next day, fhe wrote 
a very affecting letter to her fon Paul Petrovitch, (the prefent 


Emperor) and thortly afterward was reconciled with him. 
9 THE 
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THE GHOST. 
| From « The Four Ages,” by Mr. William Jackfon, of Exeter. ] 


T was fhrewdly remarked by Voltaire, that the early ftages 

of fociety are the times for prodigies; Scotland was not ci- 
vilized when Macbeth met the witches; nor was Rome, 
when Curtius leaped into the guiph. People of weak intel 
les have, at all times, believed in apparitions. It is unne-= 
ceflary now to fay, that ftories of ghofts are miftakes or im- 
politions, and that they might always be detected, if people 
bad ingenuity to difcover the trick, or courage enough to fearch 
out the caule of their fright. 

Inall relations of this kind there is manifeftly an endeavour 
to make the event as fupernatural, wonderful, and as well-at- 
tefted as poffible, to prevent the fufpicion of trick, and to cut 
off all objections which might be made to its credibility. Iam 
about to comply with the eftablifhed cuftom, and fhall relate 
a ftory of a ghoft, which, I will be bold to fay, has the 
ftrongeft circumftances of the wonderful, the fupernatural, 
and the well-attefted, of any upon record. The ftory, as yet, 
only lives in tradition, but it is much too good to be loft, 

At a town in the weft of England was held a club of 
twenty-four people, which aflembled once a week to drink 
punch, fmoke tobacco, and talk politics. Like Rubens’ aca- 
demy at Antwerp, each member had his peculiar chair, and 
the prefident’s was more exalted than the reft. One of the 
members had been in a dying ftate for fome time ; of courle, 
his chair, while he was abfent, remaiaed vacant. 

The club being met on their ufual night, enquiries were 
naturally made after their aflociate. Ashe lived in the ad 
joining houfe, a particular friend went himfelf to enguire for 
him, and returned with the difmal tidings that he could not 
poflibly furvive the night. This threw a gloom on the come 
pany, and all efforts to turn the converiation from the fad fub- 
je@t before them were ineffeétual. 

About midnight, (the time, by long prefcription, appro= 
priated for the walking of fpetres) the door opened—and the 
form, in white, of the dying, or rather of the dead man, 
walked into the room, ard took his feat in the accuftomed 
Chair-there he remained in filence, and in filence was he 
gazed at. The appariticn continued a faufficient time in the 
chair to aflure all pretest of the reality of the vifion; at leugth, 
he arole and {talked towards the door, which he opened, as it 
dvVing—weat out, and then thut the door after him. 

After 
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After a long paufe, fome one at laft had the refolution to fay, 
If only ove of us had feen this; he would not have been 5; 
lievec, but it is impoffible that fo many perfons can be de- 
ceived,” 

The company, by degrees, recovered their fpeech ; and the 
whole converfation, as may be imagined, was upon the dread- 
ful object which had engaged their attention, ‘ They broke 
up, and went home. 

In the morning, enquiry was made after their fick friend—it 
was anfwered by an account of his death, which happened 
nearly at the time of his appearing in the club, T here could 
be little doubt before, but now nothing could be more certain 
than the reality of the apparition, which had been feen by fo 
many perfons together, 

It is necdlefs to fay, that fuch a ftory {pread over the country, 
and found credit even from infidels ; for in this cafe, al! rea- 
foning became fuperfluozs, when oppofed to a plain fact at- 
tefted > ne and twenty witnefles. To affert the doctrine 
of the fixed laws of nature was ridiculous, when there were 
fo many peopl of credit to prove that they might be unfixed, 

Years rolled on—the tory ceafed to engage attention, and 
it was forgotten, unlefs when cccafionally produced to tilence 
an unbelicver. 

One of the club was an apcthecary. In the courfe of his 
pra@tice he was called to an old woman, whofe profeffion was 
attending on fick perfons. She told him, that fhe could leave 
the world with a quiet confcience but for one thing which lay 
on her mind—* Do you no ¢ remember Mr, ***, w! hofe ghoft 
has been fo much talked of ? I washis nurfe. he night he 
died I left the room for fomething I wanted—I am fure I had 
not been abfent long; but at my return I found the bed without 
my patient. He was delirious, and I feared that he had thrown 
him{clf out of the window. I was fo frighted that I had no 
power to ftir; but after fome time, to my great altonifhment, 
he entered the room fhivering, and his teeth chattering—laid 
down on the bed, and died. Confidering myfelf as the caufe 
of his death, I kept this a fecret, for fear of what might be 
done tome. ‘Though I could contradi&t all the flory of the 
ghoft, I ong! notto do it. Iknew by what had s 
that ic was he binjfe/f who had been in the club-room (perhaps 
recollecting that it was the night of meeting), butI hope Go od 
and the poor r gentleman’s friends will for rgive me, and I fhall 
cic contented !” 


6 Striking 
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Sriking Obfervation of the late Lord Chatham on Libel- 
lous Publications. 


O minifter was ever more virulently attacked than the 

.N late Lord Chatham had been; but on being urged 

to profecute the libellers, he replied only with a fimile, that 
the prefs was like the air, ** @ chartered libertine.” 





An ANECODOT E, 


N Admiral Dunean’s appearing at a levee foon after King 
George the Third, like Canute the Great, had proved 

to his courtiers that he had no power over the “ roaring fea,” 
and could not ** rule the waves’”’—=‘* I am forry,”’ faid his Ma- 
jefty to the Admiral, “ that I was unable to pay you my re- 
fpeéts at the Nore.”—* I thank your Majetty,”’ replied Ad- 
mital Duncan, * for the courageous and perfevering attempt 
you were fo good asto make.” The King then added, “ [ 
have learned courage and perfeverance from Admiral Duncan.” 





SINGULAR WAY to PREFERMENT in the CHURCH 


HE late Duke of Grafton, in hunting, was one day 
thrown into a ditch; at the fame initant a horfeman, 
calling out * Lie ftill, my Lord !’? leaped over his Grace, and 
purfued his fpo:t. When the Duke’s attendants came up, he 
enquired of them who that perfon was, and being told it was 
a young curate in the neighbourhood, his Grace replied, * He 
fhall have the firit good living that falls: Had he ftopped to 
take care of me,I would never have given him any thing as 
long as he had lived.” Of fo much confequence it is to hit 
the particular turn of a patron. 





Anfwer, by Reclufe, of Yeovil, to Ovedipus’s .Enigma, inferted 
2 ¥y + » gma, 


September 116 


O more let monks and bigots dare, 
Their INQUISITION boat: 
May liberty and reafon rear 
Their ftandards on our coat ! 
Vor, XXXI, af And 
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And ever may each Briton fing, 
(Daring proud Gallia’s ire) 

With heart and voice, ** Long live our King, 
“ We'll conquer or expire |” 





Anfwer, by T. Weicker, of Ex.ter,to W. Hoare’s Enigma, in- 
Jerted Fanuary 15. 


HAT is mufic without MEASURE ? 
Without it poefy’s no treafure, 
*Tis mankind’s grand criterion; 
How vile in tradefmen to curtail it ! 
How honourable thofe who deal it! 
*Tis meafure we fhould fteer on, 

§t§- We have received the Jike anfwer from J. Gidley, and 
J. Bradridge, of Dean Prior; W.and T. Maddick, of Rat- 
tery; W. Bickham, junior, of Athburton; and W, Rennels, 
of Barnftaple. 





4n ENIGMA, by Reclufe, of Yeovil. 


7. bards! who rove Pieria’s bow’rs, 

And gain th’ weekly bay; 

Again employ your well-known pow’rs 
To (lve my myftic lay. 

When winter ftern relentlefs reigns, 
I oft am heard to fing; 

Ard e’en when {now o’erfpreads the plains, 
Am chearful as in fpring. 


Tho’ not a Roman yet Iam, 
To matins much difpos’d ; 
And vefpers too | oft have fung, 
Wherc horrid thorns difclofe. 
I’m chearful, tho’ for man I bleed, 
As whim cr pafiion wills; 

But let my tyrants take good heed, 
Or l’li revenge my ills. 

Take this laft hint—I’ve ne’er a leg, 
Nor can I boatt a wing ; 

A beak | have—from what is faid 
My name from darkneis bring. 


v ~ POETRY. 

















































PITY : or che BULL-FINCH’s NEST. 
A PasTORA le 


‘© The Tear that rolls from gentle Pity’s Eye, 
** Is Incenfe moft acceptable to Heaven.” 


Brown. 


AST Spring, when the fwallow return’d back again, 
And Flora with cowllips had painted the plain, 
Trantothe maid whom my heart moit approves, 
I told her of this, and that bloom deck’d the groves: 
She fmil’d at the tidings, and made me engage 
To furnifha bull finch to pipe in her cage. 


In time, oh ye fhepherds, attend to my lay, 
Ine’er fhall forget whilit chere’s bloom on the {pray ; 
Aram in a thickec had failen’d his aorn, 

And ftruggled, and baa'd to be quit of the thorn; 
I ran to relieve him, and there I admir’d 
Aneft of thofe {weet ones my Phillis requir’d. 


I took from the brake the dear innocent train, 
Strait enraptur’d to Phillis flew over the piain ; 
The maid was direéting the vine o’er her bow’r 
To fhield from the fun, or to keep off the thow’r; 
The moment the faw me, the boon hhe confefs’d, 
And with rapture accepted the bull-finch’s neft! 


How ftrange thetranfition! She look’d on the young, 
Her eye dropp’d a tear—pity flow’d from her tongue ; 
Ah! Damon, fhecry’d, witha heart-piercing figh, 
’Pwould grieve me to death if thefe charmers fhould die ; 
Tho’ great thould my care be to rear up the nelt, 

The parent, my Damon, muft cherifh them belt. 


I kifs’d her for this, and commended the maid, 
That inflant we ran with the neft to the fhade; 
Where fcarce had we plac’d it in fafety again, 
When the finch came delighted to cherifh her train. 
My Phillis bcheld, and with rapture ¢onfefs’d, 
That much might be learn’d from the bull-finch’s neft, 


_,.1 told her thro’ life it fhould be my delight, 
Tocopy the precepts diiplay’d to my fight, 

And urg’d her that moment to tell me the day, 
When at church the would promife to love and obey; 
Mott {weetly the anfwer'd, and blufh’d like the rofe, 
** | leave that, my thepherd, for you to difclofe.” 


Altho’ 
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Altho’ we’ve been wed a long fummer, or more, 
*Tis true that I love her as well as before ; 
The fury, Contention, ne’er enter’d her breatt, 
She’s gentle to me, as the finch to her nett ; 
Ye fwains when you wander in fearch of a wife, 
I'd have you get fuch, and you’re happy for life! 





For the Weexty ENTERTAINER, 


Oz the MONTH of MAY. 


HILE Flora, with indulgent fmiles, 
New paints the enamell’d {cene, 
Amanda, let us leave our toils, 
And wander o’er the plain. 


Inftructive pleafure fhall.attend, 
And ev’ry blooming fpray, 

Shall foftly whifper, like a friend, 
That flowers and youth decay. 


The lark high foaring on the wind, 

* And warbling as fhe flies, 

To active virtue lifts the mind, 
And bids us feek the fkies. 

Our joys are piftur’d in the ftream, 
Bright, fugitive, and new ; 

And waves fucceeding waves proclaim 
The bright refemblance true. 


The lengthen’d fhade of yonder tower 
Reminds us of old age ; 

Bnt virtue gilds the ev’ging hour, 
And waits on life’s lait ftage. 


In all the reft, alike, my fair, 
Will imitate the dove ; 

True innocence is void of care, 
And happinefs is love. 





EPITAPH on a BARBER. 


O fuch as do inftruction wait, 
This tomb-ftone is a tete-a-tete 3 

A barber here lies low—poor Puff, 
Of powder now thou hait enough. 
Reader, thine own confufion fee, 
Soon thou, like him, fhalt powder be ; 
Let not the thought thy feelings fhock, 
The barber's gone—here lies the block. 


J. H. 
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